




and structure timelines for equipment updates.

Cuts in defense spending in the late 1980s and early 

1990s compelled manufacturers to turn military 

capacity toward civilian production. For example, 

global positioning systems have been widely 

adapted for civilian use in navigation and agricultural 

equipment, some shipyards building naval vessels 

turned to producing pleasure boats, and some 

airplane manufacturers producing military planes 

switched to making corporate jets. But while industry 

orientation has shifted, Georgia’s expertise and skilled 

labor has remained intact. Home to 13 military bases 

with more than 150,000 total personnel, Georgia has 

drawn defense contractors back to 

the region. n	
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